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Do you know *Kako Satoshi? He wrote many picture books. One of his famous books
is Daruma-chan to Tengu-chan. When I was a child, I enjoyed it. It is popular among
children because its pictures are simple and cute. And the story is funny and interesting.
In my elementary school, my *homeroom teacher read another book of his to our class and
taught us that Kako Satoshi was from my city, Echizen City. When I knew that, I became
interested in him and wanted to read more of his books. So, I went to the library. I was
surprised because there were many books written by Kako in the library. Actually, he
wrote more than 500 books in his life. From many of his other books, I'd like to tell you
about the book Aki. It means autumn in English. Aki is not as famous as Daruma-chan to
Tengu-chan, but I like this book because it taught me an important thing.

At the beginning of the book, there are many beautiful pictures of flowers, mountains
and the sky in autumn. In the book, Kako says :

“My favorite season is autumn because flowers are beautiful and the air is
*clear and fresh. I have another reason. I can enjoy a lot of delicious fruits in this
season. I have loved autumn since I was a child. However, in 1944, I couldn’t love
the autumn because that was a terrible year.”

“At that time, I was eighteen years old. Japan was in the war against America.

I was a high school student, but I couldnt take any classes. Instead of studying

at school, the students of my school had to make *tanks at a *factory. One day

in summer, I had a stomachache when I was working at the factory. I went to a

hospital and met two doctors there. They said that I needed to have an operation.

After the operation, I got better little by little thanks to the doctors and the nurses.

One day during my stay in the hospital, one of my doctors got a letter. The letter

told him to go to the war. I wanted him to survive, but he didn't.”

“On a sunny day in the autumn, I saw an American *fighter plane and a
Japanese fighter plane. The Japanese fighter plane was * attacked by the American
one. The Japanese pilot died. In the war, many people lost their lives like my
doctor and the pilot in the fighter plane. When I thought about their death, I felt
very sad and very angry.”

“In autumn, the cloudless sky is beautiful. However, in 1944, I couldn't think
that the sky was beautiful because people were fighting in that sky. I couldn’t
love the season in 1944. I hoped the war would end and the world would become
peaceful. I really hoped so. Finally, Japan lost. Since then, every year, beautiful

autumns without wars have come around.”



I would like to introduce this book to many people, not only to children but also to
young people like me because Kako gives his strong message through his book. I think

he wanted to say that we should not have any other. However, there are
still[ @ ]in many places in the world. Please read this book and think what we can do

to make a world.
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7 Kako's doctor received a letter.
A4 A pilot was Kkilled because his plane was attacked.
77 Kako became sick and had an operation.
I

Kako started working at a factory.
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Kako felt sad and angry when

7 he couldn't draw pictures for children
4 he thought about people who studied with him at school
7 he thought about people who lost their lives in the war

I he couldn’t make a good tank
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7 Erina's homeroom teacher read Daruma-chan to Tengu-chan to her class.

4 Erina was amazed at the number of the books written by Kako Satoshi.

Kako had to study hard when he was a high school student.

7
I The doctor who helped Kako went to the war and came back.
j—

The sky didn’t seem beautiful to Kako in 1944.
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Wow, your mother bought a nice bicycle for you! I'm sure you'll have a wonderful
high school life.

Thank you. I like it very much. I can’t wait to become a high school student!

I wish I could be a high school student in Japan next year... Anyway, you should
buy a *helmet.

: A helmet? I know it's better for me to * wear one when I ride a bicycle, but I don't

want to.

Why?

Because I don't think I look cool with a helmet. Also my hair loses its shape.
*Hairstyle is one of the most important things for high school girls!

Are there any other reasons?

Some of my friends say, “A new law was made and it says it's better to wear a
helmet. However, it's not illegal even if we don't wear a helmet.” And others say,
“Wearing or bringing a helmet is heavy.” According to today's newspaper, less
than half of Japanese people wear helmets when they ride bicycles.

Less than half? In our country, New Zealand, we must wear helmets when we
ride bicycles. If we don't, it is illegal.

Oh, Mit's strict! So, everybody wears a helmet in your country.

Yes, we have to. But some people don't like wearing one, and they have stopped
riding bicycles. The number of people who ride bicycles has been decreasing little
by little. Some of them have started to use cars instead of bicycles.

That's not good. Bicycles are not only cheap and easy to use, but also friendly to
the Earth and a *sustainable way of transporting people.

*You're right.

Maybe I want to have a car in the future, but I'm going to ride a bicycle * while I'm
a student.

You should. You can protect our environment by using a bicycle. As for helmets,
I have one more important thing to tell you. You can protect one of the most
important parts of your body by wearing a helmet. When I checked the Internet,
@1 found that the number of people who die in bicycle accidents without helmets

1s almost twice as high as people who wear them.

Really? Well, maybe I should wear a helmet when I ride a bicycle.

Yes. But, you don’t think wearing a helmet is cool, right? Well, there are some
nice helmets *these days, especially for girls. T'll show you some of them. Look at
my *smartphone.

Wow, they are cooll I like this one.

*Yeah, it's nice! It really doesn't look like a helmet. It looks like a cap.

I'm going to buy one like this!
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Why doesn’t Maiko want to wear a helmet?

Lz EHITo

T

7 She thinks a helmet is expensive.

4 She feels she won't look nice.

77 Riding a bike without a helmet is not banned in Japan.
T

She doesn’t want to carry it.

(2) ZBFHEOWHEIZOVTE->TWAEHDE 1 OB, L5 EHET,

7 Both Maiko and Nikky are going to be high school students in Japan next year.
Both Maiko and Nikky have stopped riding bicycles.
Both Maiko and Nikky think riding a bicycle is good for the environment.

H 3

Both Maiko and Nikky think bicycle accidents will decrease by wearing a helmet.

(3) THMOEITONRTHNEL, MEMHMOMZLITHT T, WENZ &0 TOTREED
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(4) KFHEOHNFIIOWT, ROEMIZ3FEM LOREFETEZ Lo
7 What did Maiko get from her mother?
A Are all people in New Zealand happy about wearing helmets?

(5) TFTHDOEMPOVEITNEICHRDEL %S DEEY, iLrzHT.

The number of people who die in bicycle accidents
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Maiko : I'm looking forward to a family trip to Tokyo.
Erina : Me, too.

Nikky : I'm very excited. How are we going to go there?
Maiko : By train. Maybe we can ride a * bullet train.
Erina: Wow! Sounds great!

Nikky : Erina, do you like a travel by train?

Erina: Yes.

Nikky : Why?

Erina: 7

Nikky : That's interesting. How about you, Maiko?

Maiko : Actually, I want to go there by airplane.
Nikky : Why?

Maiko : | A1

Nikky : I can understand your opinion, too.

(1) bullet train : PrEg
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( 7 practicing / A since / 7 have / T the / %+ been / # 1 / 3 piano)
9:00 a.m.

D EER TEATZZ { ORIZHHED > 72,
(71 / 4 which / 7 junior high school / T many / % in / % read / = books )

were interesting.

RIEMIRE D D LLETFANLRD D %o

Cats (7 a / 4 more / 7 dogs / T popular / 7 little / 7% are / < than)
these days.

FARICIZEED TV I2H 2  DIEINBDER i .

Kyoto ( 7 by / A foreign / 7 visited / T many / % is / % too / ¥ tourists )
every year.

M3, BOREICHEZES FRvwE LTw b,

Every morning ( 7 mother / A breakfast / 71 / T for / % make / 7 help /
¥ my ) our family.

HRTOFEHZHRATOEHREEAD AvE—V %K) 20D T,

Could ( 7 me / A is / 7 when / T birthday / % your / # tell / ¥ you) ?
I want to send you a message.
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He will have some French fries.

He will have fried chicken.
He will have a cup of coffee.

He will have some dessert.

He visited his grandmother and stayed at her house.
He enjoyed a boat ride in a lake.
He made curry and rice for lunch.

He spent a night in a tent.

She will pay 50 dollars for a pink sweater.
She will pay 50 dollars for a green sweater.
She will pay 48 dollars for a pink sweater.

She will pay 48 dollars for a green sweater.
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4:00 p.m.~6:00 p.m.

(1)

(2)

off

(3)

(4)

(5)

7 8:00 am.~11:00 a.m. 4 9:00 am.~11:00 a.m.
T 3:30 p.m.~5:30 p.m. F  3:30 p.m.~6:00 p.m.
F 4:30 p.m.~6:00 p.m. 7 off

7 9:00 a.m.~ noon
7 4:00 p.m.~6:00 p.m.
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